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Vocabulary Ninja believes that words can unlock the doors to a whole new world of understanding. Taking the time 
to unpick, discuss and understand the meaning of a word is guaranteed to excite and engage your learners! Combining 
exciting vocabulary with an enthralling topic, it’s main characters and most historic events. Not only focusing on typical 
noun topic vocabulary, but exploring all other word classes that can bring a topic to life! Words carefully selected to 

enhance understanding and subsequently children’s reading and writing.

Page 3 – TOYS TO REMEMBER.
Vocabulary lists, great for writing!
Page 4 TOYS NOUNS.
A selection of GPP nouns.
Page 5 - TOYS VERBS.
Being, doing, having verbs!#DoIt!
Page 6 – TOYS ADJECTIVES.
Describe away with these beauties!
Page 7 and 15 - SYNONYM ALLEY.
Match the up levelled meaning.
Page 8 - VOCABULARY LABORATORY.
Explore definitions, rehearse and explore.
Page 9 - ENTHRALLING ETYMOLOGY.
Where did it come from? No way! Really?

Page 10 - NINJA CERTIFICATES.
Celebrate success! Ninja style.
Page 11 and 12 - VOCAB TEACHING 
TECHNIQUES.
How to make this pack have impact!
Page 13 - DISPLAY SLIPS
Print, write on, display, discuss, use!
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Victorian Toys 1990’s Toys Modern Toys

yo-yo Tamagotchi iPad / tablets

pop gun Mr. Frosty Lego kits

whip and top Furby Hatchimals

wooden acrobats Hungry Hippos Nintendo / Xbox

cup and ball Mr Potato Head Trading Cards

Jacob’s ladder My Little Pony Kiddy Zoom

marbles Magna Doodle Scooter

wooden blocks Game Boy Transformer Figures

hopscotch Pogs Fidget Spinners

Punch and Judy Power Rangers Paw Patrol Toys

doll’s house Stretch Armstrong Wheelies

rocking horse Buckaroo

Bilbo catcher Teenage Ninja Turtles ’
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Vocabulary Ninja Grammar 
Focus: Discuss proper, common, 

abstract and collective nouns. Which 
features are needed for proper nouns? 

Can you identify any below?

© Vocabulary Ninja Ltd 2021

Teddy Ruxpin Thundercats Toy Soldier board games Atari

Care Bear Pound Puppies
Stuffed 
Teddies

Simon Says
Sega Master 

System

Cabbage Patch 
Kids

Speak and 
Spell

Blow Football Barbie Playstation 

Big Wheel Pong Train Set Pogo Stick XBox

View-Master Rubix Cube
Wind-Up 

Cars
Twister iPad

He-Man Space Hopper Etch-a-Sketch Tiddlywinks
Commodore 

64



5

Remember: Depending on 
how you use these words, they 

may not act as verbs, but as 
another word class.

© Vocabulary Ninja Ltd 2021

play flick love compare score

touch win remember evaluate laugh

move lose open throw share 

blow break press hop give

own buy turn bounce set-up

think argue manipulate step build
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new plastic primitive handmade wonderful

fun wooden technical electrical small

colourful old favourite antique large 

interesting broken stuffed dangerous squeaky

shiny damage beautiful musical cheap

metal pristine interactive cuddly expensive
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Draw a line from the words on the left to its synonym on the right.

new mint

fun

substantiallarge

amusing 

small

inexpensive

cheap compact

shiny

polished

3 sets with space to create
your own.

old

smashed

broken frayed

colourful

radiant
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Focus Word (write below):

Describe / Definition: 

Word Class:

Synonyms:
(words with same / similar meaning)

Antonyms:
(words with opposite meaning)

Rhymes:
(words that sound the same)

Link Words:
(Example: football = pitch, team, player)

Draw your sentence:

Use it in a sentence (add picture 
too):

© Vocabulary Ninja Ltd 2021
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The Enthralling Etymology section of Vocabulary Ninja resource packs selects specific 
words with interesting heritage. Understanding how and why words are what they are 

today! 

© Vocabulary Ninja Ltd 2021

Hopscotch - is a well-known children’s game, 1801 (from 1789 as hop-scot), apparently from 
hopscotch meaning "scratch," from the lines scored in the dirt to make the squares for the game.

Toy - From the 1500’s, a toy was ‘something of little value,’ and normally 
something that might have been discarded by an adult. Becoming  a ‘thing for a child to play with.’ 
From the 1800’s the term ‘toy’ has been applied as an adjective to describe things of a smaller size. 

Marbles - children's game; first recorded by that name in 1709 but probably older and originally 
played with small balls of polished marble or alabaster, later clay; the modern glass ones have 

coloured swirl and date from 1840s.



DateSigned
Vocabulary

Ninja

This little ninja has shown unrivalled levels of commitment, guile and 
creativity in their use of vocabulary! Vocabulary used in discussion, 
writing, reading and everyday life. They are a true vocabulary ninja!
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As the Ninja has alluded to earlier, these vocabulary resources need to be supported by direct teaching. Teaching where 
misconceptions can be addressed and the correct meaning, spelling and varied forms of each word can be discussed, modelled 

and shared.

HELLO - A logical place to start with the word banks might be
to identify which words the children already understand. If you
are confident they can use a word with accuracy and control,
then great! Let’s investigate the rest.

PEOPLE TO REMEMBER - This section could be used in
a variety of ways. Topic bookmarks, writing checklists, topic
report writing aids, it’s really up to you. Each list of words have
been carefully selected to help pupils create and enhance
understanding of each specific area.

NOUNS - This section provides nouns (words that identify
people, groups, objects, places, emotions) associated with the
topic. Great for reports or any type of writing linked to your
topic. Dive deeper and discuss the type of nouns - proper,
common, collective and abstract - Remember to ask WHY. Can
you discover more?

VERBS - This section provides verbs (being, doing and having
type words) associated with the topic. Believe it or not, verbs
are also amazing for describing, adjectives are great, but verbs
rock! These words have been specifically selected to enhance
pupil’s description. Remember to discuss verb forms, past,
present, perfect, linking to subject verb agreements.

ADJECTIVES - These words will take your pupil’s descriptive
powers to a new level! You must teach them first, be selective
and think carefully about what you are teaching and context -
discuss why pupils think these words might have been chosen.
Pupil’s subject knowledge will need to be secure to effectively
use these words.

NOUNS, VERBS AND ADJECTIVES
These resources could be used in an unlimited amount of ways.
One specific way you might choose to unlock a specific word, is
to use the Vocabulary Laboratory sheet on page 8. This
activity is specifically designed to breakdown a pupil’s
understanding of a single word!

SYNONYM ALLEY - Synonym Alley has been created to
help explore topic vocabulary synonyms (words that share the
same meaning). Simply draw a line from the word on the left to
the right. The ninja has also provided a blank template on page
15 for you to create your own.
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VOCABULARY LABORATORY - The Vocabulary Lab is
a word technician’s dream. Like Frankenstein himself, words
have many forms, pieces and meanings. The Vocabulary
Laboratory is the perfect activity to operate on a word, dissect
it and see exactly how it works! Preparation is key here, know
what each word has to offer! Choose from the Ninja’s
extensive banks or choose your own!

ENTHRALLING ETYMOLOGY - The Ninja loves
discovering the history behind a word, some have fabulous
stories behind them, whereas others are made up of several
parts from Latin, Greek etc. The Ninja has painstakingly
selected words that are sure to get your etymological whistle
wet and hopefully excite pupils to discover the etymology of
more words on their own.

LITTLE NINJA VOCABULARY AWARD - Reward your
pupils with this simple Vocabulary Ninja certificate, signed by the
Ninja. Remember to tweet your pupils’ success
@VocabularyNinja and use our hashtags #VocabularyNinja
#Certificate #LittleNinja.

DISPLAY SLIPS - Display slips can be used in a variety of ways
such as displaying vocabulary, laminate them and use them in
topic work, word banks, the world is your oyster. All branded
neatly with Vocabulary Ninja, sure to engage pupils! Print, trim
and use!
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Draw a line from the words on the left to its synonym on the right.
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