Home Learning
Topic Pack

Anglo Saxons

This pack is to support parents in understanding
the key knowledge and vocabulary associated
with the topic your child is learning about in
school.

This pack includes:
A topic knowledge fact sheet
- Key vocabulary flash cards and definitions
Vocabulary display slips
Learning tasks and activities




Anglo Saxons — Knowledge Sheet

Key Dates

Who were they?

Invaders

The Romans left England in
410 to return to Italy to
defend their homes from
fierce tribes.

More Anglo-Saxons arrived in
England to take land during
the second half of the fifth
century — about AD 450.

The Anglo-Saxons were
warrior farmers and came
from north-western Europe —
they began to invade Britain
whilst the Romans were still in
control.

These fierce warriors were

armed with swords, spears and
round shields.

They ruled in England for
about 500 years ago.

Some historians say they
invaded England because their
land often flooded and it was
difficult to grow crops.

Alfred the Great

Art and culture

Beliefs

Alfred the Great (849-899)
was the most famous of the
Anglo-Saxon kings.

He successfully defended his
kingdom (WWessex) against
Viking invasion.

He was the only English King
to have earned the title ‘the
Great’.

They were great craft makers.
They made jewellery, musical
instruments and homemade
toys and games.

They were also keen
storytellers and would gather
together to tell thrilling
stories.

In Roman Britain many people
had been Christians. Many
early Anglo-Saxons were
pagans.

Over time, Anglo-Saxon beliefs
changed and many converted
to Christianity.

Essential Vocabulary

adorn Bayeux tapestry helmet Kingdom raid traders
authoritative Beowolf invade law robust voyage
axe Christian jewellery legend Saxon weaponry

Six Interesting Facts About The Anglo Saxons

The Anglo-Saxons were made up
of three tribes — the Angles,
Saxons and Jutes.

For a long time, England wasn’t
one country as Anglo-Saxon
kings ruled little kingdoms across
the land.

We know that the Anglo-Saxons
lived because archaeologists
discovered artefacts like swords

The Saxons got their name from
their short sword called the
scramasax.

Saxon lands were divided into
Shires.

Some of our modern English
words such as days of the week
come from Anglo-Saxon
language.
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adorn

authoritative

axXe

Bayeux
tapestry

Beowolf

Christian

To add beauty to.

Having authority.

A heavy cutting tool with a
blade mounted at the end
of a long handle.

A strip of linen representing
the Normal conquest of
England.

An 8th Century English
alliterative epic poem.

Associated with the
teachings of Jesus Christ.
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helmet

invade

jewellery

Kingdom

law

legend

A hard covering worn to
protect the head from
impact.

To enter as an enemy in
order to conquer.

Ornaments such as rings,
bracelets and necklaces
sometimes set with jewels.

A state or government
having a King or Queen as
its ruler.

The set of rules that govern
a society.

A popular story that has
been handed down from
earlier generations.
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raid

robust

Saxon

traders

voyage

weaponry

A sudden or surprise attack
or assault by a military
force.

Physically strong, healthy
and energetic.

A member of the Germanic
people that invaded England
in the fifth and sixth
centuries.

A person who trades.

An extensive journey.

Weapons collectively.
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authoritative

Bayeux tapestry

Beowolf

Christian



jewellery
Kingdom

legend



voyage

weaponry



H Using the labels, draw the objects
D raw a n d Ad d Deta l I and add any other detail you wish.

Anglo-Saxon helmet shield

Anglo-Saxon cross boat
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S Using the labels, draw the scene and
D raw a n d Add Deta I I add any other detail you wish.

Anglo-Saxons rowing across in wooden boats from northern Germany, Denmark and
The Netherlands to Britain.

Anglo-Saxon village.
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